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Brussels, 31 May:  Plans by European Energy Ministers to backtrack on promises made earlier this year 
for ambitious EU energy efficiency measures have raised concerns among some European businesses 
leaders.  
 
European member state officials will meet tomorrow to finalize their conclusions for the June 10 Energy 
Council, where national energy ministers will discuss the European Commission’s proposals for an EU-
wide Energy Efficiency Plan. However, according to the European Alliance to Save Energy (EU-ASE), an 
alliance of business leaders, politicians and campaigners, government officials from across Europe have 
been working  to significantly reduce the impact of  the most concrete proposals in the plan. 
 

Speaking at a press conference in Brussels, President of EU-ASE, Monica Frassoni said: “Both 
President Barrosoi and European Heads of Statesii have reiterated in the past few months that the 2020 
20% energy efficiency target must be delivered. Europe already has the technologies to make this happen 
but governments are still refusing to commit to concrete energy efficiency measures, even though they 
had accepted this as part of their deal with the Commission to delay legally binding targets”.  
 
“The European Commission and Member States are arguing that national initiatives are enough to 
achieve the EU’s 20% energy saving goals by 2020, but the energy-efficiency targets submitted in the 
recent National Reform Programmes  are inconsistent and insufficientiii. We are convinced that national 

actions are not enough to create a working market for energy efficiency”, she added.  

Member state officials have raised concerns about the cost of imposing ambitious energy efficiency 
programmes in their countries, particularly the Commission’s proposal that public authorities refurbish 

at least 3% of their buildings by floor area every year iv. 

Tony Robson, CEO of Knauf Insulation and Chair of EU-ASE said, “Budget constraints are not an excuse 
for committing to less at a European level. Millions of euros in private finance could be channeled into 

energy efficiency projects if the market was given long-term guarantees through stringent regulation”. 

Monica Frassoni closed, “Take the renewables sector as an example. Based on the promise of a secure 
future through binding targets for all EU member states, the global market place triggered a colossal 
responsev bringing huge investment into Europe and putting the EU on a clear track to achieve its climate 
goals. The same is possible for energy efficiency but the energy efficiency industry needs the same level of 

commitment, and they need this from Europe’s governments”.  ENDS   
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Notes to the Editor 

                                                                 
The European Alliance to Save Energy (EU-ASE) was established at the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference in December 2010. Founders include leading European companies such as 1E, Danfoss, Knauf 
Insulation, Philips Lighting, Schneider Electric and Siemens, and prominent NGOs and foundations 
including the European Climate Foundation and Kyoto Club. www.euase.eu  
 

References  
 
ihttp://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/11/1&format=HTML&aged=0&lang
uage=EN&guiLanguage=en 
 
ii http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/119175.pdf  
 
iii In order to implement the Europe 2020 Strategy across the EU, national action, based on common 
objectives, targets and guidelines are being formulated through National Reform Programmes. These  
programmes include reference to the national progress made so far and national targets and goals on 
energy efficiency. 
 
Based on an independent analysis carried out by Stefan Scheuer, a Brussels based energy efficiency 
consultant, the national energy saving ambitions reported in the NRPs are not comparable, lack a robust 
method and are far below what is needed to meet Europe's 20% objective. E.g.:  
 

 UK, the Netherlands and Slovenia do not indicate a target; 
 The Czech Republic mentions a target but indicates that it will not be quantified; 

 Lithuania and Slovakia indicate only relative targets, making it impossible to predict how much it 
will represent in 2020; 

 Around 14 countries could be compared, out of which only five declare a level of ambition in line 
with the EU 20% target; the rest is far below. 

 
iv Under the European Commission’s proposals, public authorities will be obliged to refurbish at least 3% 
of their buildings every year. However the proposal has been contested by man y member states 
according to government officials, with the latest version of the conclusions “taking note”, rather than 

“welcoming” the scheme.  

v According to a recent report by UNEP entitled “Towards a Green Economy: Pathways to Sustainable 
Development and Poverty Eradication - A Synthesis for Policy Makers”, in 2010 new investments in clean 
energy is estimated to have reached a record high of US$243 billion 
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