
 
 

Coalition for Energy Savings 

c/o Avenue Marnix 22 

1000 Brussels 

Brussels, 4 May 2011 

 

Director General Philip Lowe 

Directorate General for Energy 

Rue de la Loi 200 

1049 Brussels 

 

Dear Director General, 

 

Energy Roadmap 2050: Ad Hoc Advisory Group 

 

We welcome the creation of an Ad Hoc Advisory Group to support the preparation of the 

Energy Roadmap 2050.  However, we are concerned that the terms of reference for the 

Group do not refer to energy savings as an issue for the Group to discuss. If its aim is to 

bring a long-term perspective to today's policy and regulatory decisions in the energy 

sector, it is crucial that this group gives priority to energy savings as an essential element of 

any possible development path towards 2050. 

The Energy 2020 strategy, which the terms of reference of the Group recognise as a 

starting point for its task, clearly recognises energy efficiency and savings as the top 

priority. In order to keep coherence with recently adopted EU strategies, any longer-term 

plan should therefore keep demand-side management and energy savings as a key element 

in all possible scenarios to be considered.  

Achieving significant energy savings is a critical element of the transition to a de-carbonised 

energy market, and to achieving the 80-95% reductions in greenhouse gas emissions by 

2050 which have been confirmed by the European Council. The modelling for the European 

Commission’s Low-Carbon Economy Roadmap 2050 demonstrates clearly the necessity of 

increasing energy efficiency and energy savings if the 2050 objectives are to be met. The 

20% energy savings target is the one 2020 target which is not currently on-track to be met. 



 

In order to meet the 2020 energy savings target, and to make the ambitious 2050 targets 

feasible, in particular reducing energy consumption in the EU by at least 50%, action on 

energy efficiency needs to be stepped up immediately. 

In support of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group’s work on energy savings and energy efficiency, 

we would like to propose that the membership of the group should be broadened, to include 

an expert on the specific area of energy savings. There are several eminent experts who 

could support the Group’s work in this area. We propose that Dr. Wolfgang Eichhammer 

(Fraunhofer ISI), Dr. Felix Matthes (Öko Institut e.V.), or Peter Bach (Danish Energy 

Authority) should be invited to join the Group. 

Furthermore, we would like to offer our assistance to the Ad Hoc Group in its work in 

relation to energy savings. We propose that a joint meeting should be held between 

representatives of the Coalition for Energy Savings, and the Ad Hoc Group, in order to 

suggest how the issue of energy savings should be incorporated into the 2050 roadmap. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Simon Wilson 

Coordinator, Coalition for Energy Savings, on behalf of the Members of the Coalition for 

Energy Savings 

 

 

 

 

The Coalition for Energy Savings brings together business, professional and civil society 

associations. The Coalition’s purpose is to make the case for a European energy policy that 

places a much greater, more meaningful emphasis on energy efficiency and savings. In 

particular it is arguing for the current 20% energy efficiency target to be binding.  

www.energycoalition.eu    

http://www.energycoalition.eu/

